Abstract -Four groups of eight young male rabbits (775 g of initial liveweight), individually penned in digestibility cages, were fed a standard diet at four levels of intake: ad libitum (AL), 60, 40 and 10 % of the AL intake. Digestibility of dietary dry matter, organic matter, crude protein, ether extract and ash did not differ between levels of intake. Only digestibility of neutral detergent fibre (NDF) was significantly lower for the group receiving 10 % of the AL intake. Six of eight rabbits fed the 60 % of the AL intake, and all the rabbits fed 40 or 10 % of the AL intake lost body energy, although only those fed 10 % of the AL allowance lost weight. The 
. In contrast, other authors have not found positive changes [ 16] . The positive response occurring with a certain delay after reducing the feed allowance has been observed by Arkhurst [2] but not by Lebas [10] . Age of the animals, type of diet, temperature in the rabbitry [18] , degree and duration of the feeding restriction can possibly affect the response size. In this study we have only found decreased digestibility of dietary NDF when the diet was fed at 10 % of the AL intake, rather than an increased digestibility.
The higher digestibility values obtained by restricting the intake must be due to longer digestion times in the different parts of the gut. Gidenne [8] [8] . The higher the rate of passage of a diet, the wider the room for decreasing it by lowering the level of feeding before the minimum is reached. A decreasing rate of passage would increase digestibility.
In the present experiment, the diet had only 14.5 % of ADF on as-fed basis and the rate of passage should be closer to the hypothetical minimum, thus a not much higher digestibility should be expected by restricted-feeding it to rabbits.
Energy retention
The efficiency of utilisation of DE or metabolizable energy (ME) of feedstuffs for energy accretion in growing rabbits is affected by dietary characteristics (chemical composition of the absorbed energy [20] ), by temperature in the rabbitry [18] , by level of activity of the animals [ 18] and by the experimental and/or the statistical approach to measure or calculate it. Assuming similar levels of activity of the caged rabbits across published reports on this subject, it seems clear that dietary composition [7, 16] (directly influencing chemical composition of the absorbed energy) and rabbitry temperature [18] [7] and Parigi-Bini and Xiccato [14] do not differ from our data ( 
